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the libertarian ideas that were

Freedom of thought, worse yet,

freedom of speech were proscribed; and

freedom of association was evidence of
subversion. Freedom of religion was out
of the question.

For centuries, therefore, the Philip-

pines was sealed off from the outside

world. The Filipinos were not allowed

to hear of "liberty," "equality" and "fra-

ternity." All libertarian ideas and writ-
ings on the rights of man were banned.

Even the Bible was on the censor's list
because Christ died for all men and not
just Spaniards.

In the last three decades of the 19s

century, however, the Spanish friars
could no longer maintain the intellec-

tual blockade of the islands, With im-

proved economic conditions, Filipino

families were able to send their sons to

the intellectual capitals of the world to

study. Young Filipinos absorbed the
wisdom of the Western World. A new

breed of intellectuals was produced to
whom Bruno, Galileo, Copernicus and

the other giants of the European Renais-

sance were household names/ repre-

senting the liberation of the human mind

from ignorance and unchallenged reli-

iordano Bruno had been dead for
some 270years before his philosophi-
cal writings and libertarian ideas

reached the Philippines.

During Bruno's lifetime and up to the end of
the 19h century the Philippines was the remotest

colony of the Spanish Empire. The Spaniards Chris-

tianized the Filipinos and governed them through

the religious orders. This arrangement enabled

the friars to acquire vast wealth and power, but

the only way they could maintain their mastery

over the people was by keeping them in ignorance.

The Filipinos had to be kept blissfully unaware of
sweeping through Europe. .:

gion. The students brimmed with ideas

about liberty and freedom, about sci-

ence and progress. In time they sparked

a revolution that drove the Sparriards

away and created my country.

Beyond doubt, the greatest intellec-

tual product of that period of the Philip-

pine Renaissbnce was Dr. Jose P. Rizal.

He was a man who might rightly be

called an intellectual descendant of
Bruno. Remarkably, his life and Bruno's

had numerous parallels. With your [n-

dulgence therefore, I would like to dwell -.

on the life of Rizal vis a uisthatof Bruno.

Rizal, like Bruno, fervently believed

in'the primacy of the intellect. Like

Bruno he was a man of outstanding in-

telligence. Brunowas a philosopher, as-

tronomer, .mathematician, poet and oc-

cultist whose theories anticipated mod-

ern science. Rizal was also wondefully
versatile. He undertook various activi-

ties and left his distinguishing mark in

all of them. He was, for instance, one

of the greatest occultist of his day, so

great that the scientists of Europe held

him in honor and followed with atten-
tion his discoveries and works. He was ,

so famous that patients came from far- -
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distant countries to be treated by him,

and when he was exiled still followed
- him into the wilderness. He was a sculp-

tor of such power and skill that his works

often fascinated the beholder with their
almost mysterious suggestions of deeper

human significance. He was an ethnolo-

gist whose invaluable collections are still

preserved in the great museum of
Dresden. He was a zoologist who dis-

, covered, classified and recorded new

species of animal life in remote regions.

He was an accomplished linguist, the flu-

ent and easy master of native dialects,

of Latin, Spanish, French, Italian, Ger-

man, English and Japanese, 'He was

able to compose in these languages with

facile and idiomatic power; beginning a

lefter in German, continuing it in French

and ending it in English without flaw in
the total expression. He ornamented

his books with sentiments in Japanese

or Hebrew as the fancy seized him. He

was an artist in portraiture and carica-

ture with his pencil and on canvas. He

was a novelist whose depiction of man-

ners and characters were etched so viv-

idly that they startled Europe, stung his

own people to revolt, and nerved his

enemies to destroy him. He was a poet
- that in his native tongue sands with pa-

thos and charm. He was an educator

and an able civil engineer. When he was

banished, his first work in the uncouth

country to which he was sent was to

establish a school on exactly those lines

that have since been followed in remak-

ing the educational system of the Phil-

ippines, a country that did not exist when

he lived, and which came into being

because of his death; He provided the
little town of his exile with water works,

which remained in use for decades. He

was a.publicist and reformer who knew

well the evils that afflicted his country;

knew their source/ knew their curq and
'=' strove conscientiously for the common

good. For he was a philosophical demo-

crat with faith founded upon reasoning,

upon knowledge of history and upon

deliberate conviction.

Giordano Bruno's life is much bet-

ter known to you. But surely you dis-

cern the parallels between them.
Both believed in the power and pri-

macy of reason, of which they had only

to look into themseives to find sterling

examples. Both had a ceftain pride in

their accomplishments but not arro-
gance.

Bruno, as we all know, actually be-

lieved that the religion of the religious

orders were for lesser minds, and that
a man of superior intellect might appre-

hend the nature of God through the

study of his works, and in that fashion,

render to God the highest compliment

of following his creation.

Rizal identified more with his op-
pressed compatriots and hoped that,

with the ascendance of liberalism irt

Spain, a greater tolerance would spread

among his people; a truer faith * one

that worshipped God rathbr than justi-

fied the tyranny of his ministers.

tsruno therefore believed in religious

toleration, since the true religion, the

real Catholicism, was one _to which all

operr mindswould bedrawn of theirown

accord.

Bruno traveled all over Europe, to
its celebrated seats of learning, impart-

ing as much as imbibing knowledge and

wisdom. Rizaldid the same, though his

science was of the modern kind, with

empirical study replacing occult specu-

lation.

Bruno was excommunicated,
charges were prepared against him by

Inquisition; Rizal formally condemned by

the Catholic Church. Yet, neither fore-

swore religion in general, northe Catho-

lic faith in particular, Bruno and Rizal

believed that, at the root of their mas-
Cabletow - 3



ters' hostility towards them, was igno-

rance. If and when their masters saw

the light, they would welcome its bear-

ers.

Bruno never retracted what he had

carefully thought out. Neither did Rizal.

Though Bruno was more ofthe hothead,

Rizal was a placid nature by most ac-

counts. He did not flare up with convic-

tion, but he burned with a steady flame.

When both faced their executioners,

neither would retract to save their lives

because it seemed incomprehensible to
deny what reason had revealed to be

right.
There is the same mystery about the

deaths of Giordano Bruno and Jose Rizal.

Why did Bruno freely return to ltaly, to
the jurisdiction of the Inquisition whose

charges against him had not been

dropped? Why did Jose Rizal, against

advice of friends, return to certain
death?

Both believed that only ignorance

stood between their enemies and the

universal acceptance of their ideas.

Rizal did not want independence for

a young nation. He wanted the reforms

in Spain to be extended to the colony.

Surely, Spain would soon come to real'

ize that it is better to retain its colonies

by treating them equally than to lose

them by driving them to fury and des-
peration.

Bruno was less consistent in his con-

victions, flirting briefly with the Protes-

tant faith. But he returned to Catholi-

cism and stayed with it all the way to
the stake.

Both were misled by historical de-

velopments. Bruno believed that the
rowning of the Protestant Henry of
Navarre as the Catholic King of France

would usher in an era of tolerance be-

cause here was a king who had no strong

feelings for either fiiith and would be

tolerant of all of them. As France was

the most powerful kingdom in Europe,

that tolerance would soon spread all

over.

Rizal saw the mornentary triumph

of liberatism in Spain and thought, cor-

rectly, that it was a matter of time be-

fore liberal ideas came to dominate

Spanish life and mellow Spanish gover-

nance. That is why he returned to his

country. Rizal was right, of course; a

few years ago a democratic king finally

ascended the Spanish throne and ended

half a millenium of religious intolerance.

Rizal missed it by half a century. Of

course, had he joined the cause of Span-

ish freedom in the 1930s, the way he

joined the cause of Cuban liberty at the :
turn of the century he would have been

shot,

Both as we said had strong convic-

tions. Unfortunately, they urcre betiefs

in the essential goodness and rational-

ity of men who had only to be educated

to act rightly. Yet, even in the face of
what would seem an evident mistake

about human nature-even as they
heard the sentence of death read to
them-neither flinched nor complained.

Bruno met his death with great

agony but enough equanimity not to ask

to be spared

R.izal walked calmly to his death.

The night before he composed one of
the most beautifulpoems in Spanish, ltl'i

Ultimo Adios. When his pulse was taken

in front of the firing sgud, the military

doctor said, "You have it well." Then

the guns spoke.

Bruno came before the formal or-
ganization of Masonry, the religion of
reason. Rizalwas privileged to become

a Mason.

It is said that, on the eve of his.ex-

ecution, he abjured Masonry in a con-

fession whose authenticity is questioned

to this day. It is possible that he gave ..

in to the urglngs of his Jesuit mentors -
Cabletow - 4



whose authenticity is questioned to this day.

It is possible that he gave in to the urgings

of his lesqit mentors or that he sought to

spare his family from further harassment by

the Church. But many doubt it.

At this juncture I wish to digress and

refer to another great hero in the cause of
enlightenment. He also had to pay dearly

for his convictions but notthe ultimate price.

He was Galileo, You all know that Galileo

had the genius and temerity to demonstrate

the correctness of Copernicus's claim that

the eafth moves around the sun. This con-

tradicted the bibtical story that God held back

the sun so Joshua could go on fighting.

Galileo was charged before the Inquisition.

He escaped the ultimate penalty by recant-

ing what he had incontrovertibly proved.

That makes him lesser than Bruno.

Perhaps it is because he had a less daring

intellect. Bruno believed that, not only that

the sun is the center of a planetary system,

but that the universe was infinite and popu-

lated with more of the same. Solar systems

without end. Galileo thought this it was it,

just one. After all, if God is inflnite, Bruno

argued, his creation couldn't be less.

Galileo is said to have shouted after sign-

ing his retraction, "But the eafth does move

just the same." Well, too late. That is why

he is not a hero of the mind nor a symbol of

the free spirit of man. He was just a very

smaft man.

His scientific work will always have iG

distinguished place.in the history of science

and the progress of mankind. But his name

will notresonate like Bruno's in the furgreater

struggle of men to liberate themselves rather

than just the forces of nature, and thereby

release the full potential planted in them hy

their Creator.

Bruno and Rizal are two rare characters

who exalt their respective nations and the

human race. Both saw in the workings of

the universe, as revealed by science, the

architecture of the Supreme Geometer that

is venerated by the Craft.

Bruno, coming too soon, searched Eu,

rope in vain for an exalted companionship

of the mind. Rizal was fortunate to have

found, in the Masonic,fraternity, the living

practice of what seemed scientifically and

self-evidently to be true as well: that all men

are equal and brothers.

Masonry builds its temples in the hearts

of men. A hundred years ago in my country

and three hundred years ago in yours, two

such temples were torn down. Ane in flames,

the other in a hait of bultets. But out of the

destruction of their lives, men haue built what

is today the vast house of science and the
global house cf freedom.

The Masons use the Square and Compasses as their most common synbol. The

square stands for virtue and Morality. The compasses standfor rhe importonce of
keeping our passions within bounds. But it is eyen richer the Square also stands for
the world and physical reality. The compasses al.ro srandfor spiritual things. So,

one o/'the tneanings of the symbol is that while a person has a physical or animal

nature and a spiritual nature, the spiritual should be stronger rhan the physical. The

le tter " G " in the compasses stcrnds for God and, also, for geometry since the ancienrs

believed that the study of geometry led the mind to the study oJ God.
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Annual Comnrunication and the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge

ome April 22 to 24, 1999, The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of

Free and Accepted Masons of the Phitippines shall hold its 83'd

Annual Communication in General Santos City. 'Past Masterg the

incumbent Masters and Wardens of its entire subordinate Lodges will again

gather for the transaction of business. During the Annual Communica-

tion, the members of the Grand Lodge will elect the Grand Master, Deputy

Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary for

the ensuing Masonic year.

Past Annual Communications have

focused on the election of the Grand

Lodge officers. in most instances, the

transaction of business is overshadowed

by the elections. However, we should

not lose sight of the impoftance of the

transactions at hand. The Grand

Master's Repoft should be read by ev-

ery member'more specifically the rec-

ommendations of the Standing Commit-

tees and Special Committees:

1. How are the finances of the Grand

Lodge?

2. What Masonic jurisprudence was

established during the Masonic

Year?

3. Do certain prbvisions of the Con-

stitution or Ordinances need revi-

sion or rewriting?

4. What are the statuses of the Blue

Lodges or Subordinate Lodges?

5, Were there grievances received

and acted upon by the Grand

Lodge thru the Committee on

Grievances?

6. How faithful have the brethren

and subordinate lodges been in

keeping the worK?

7. How many temples were built dur-

ing the Masonic year?

We must bear in mind that the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge of F. & A.M. of

the Philippines is the Supreme Masonic

Power and Author:ity within its Grand

Jurisdiction, possessing all the attributes

of sovereignty and government - Leg-

islature, Executive and Judicial - lim-

ited only by strict adherence to the Land- -
marks of the Order and to its own Con-

stitution, Uniform Code By-Laws for Sub-

ordinate Lodges, Edicts and General

Regulations. When the Grand Lodge is

opened in an Annual or Special Com-

munication, it exercises its Supreme

Masonic Powers dnd Authority. This

occasion happens only once a year in a

three day sessions during the Annual

Communication. Let us exercise our

Masonic Powers and Authority with

WISDOM, PRUDENCE and FORTI-

TUDE.

Cabletow - 6



Eettet to the

NUEVA VTZCAYA COURT NO. 13

Order of the Amoranth
Solono, Nuevo Vizcoyo

The Editor-in-Chief
The Cobletow
Ploridel Mosonic Temple

1440 Son Marcelino 5t
Metro Manilo, D 2801

5ir:

Sd,ttrt

November 18, 1998

Kindly print this query becouse I'm sure the Mosons should olso be con-

cerned.

This is to inquire why the Filipino version of thePledgeof Allegiance to the
f lo9 printed in the Order of the Amoronth Ritualshould not be used in the subor-

dinote ond 6rond Courts ond in oll Moson Lodges in the Philippines. The Amoronth

R,ituol provides thot other notions con use their own: the Philippine schools use

the Filipino version ond so with the Boy ond 6irl Scouts of the Philippines. We
hove some brother Mosons who recite it in their respective lodges. fsn't it more

notionolistic ond potriotic to recite our pledge in our own language?

The text of theFilipino version of the pledgeruns os:

AN6 PANUNUMPA 5A WATAWAT

Ako oy Pilipino.

Buong'kotapatong nonunumpo, so wotowot ng Pilipinos.

At so bonsong konyong isinosogisog no moy dongal, kotorungon of kaloyoan no

ipinokikilos ng somboyonong moko-Dios, mokokalikoson, mokotoo'at mokobonso.

To me, the Filipino version is very encompassing in context ond sentiment. f
believe this is on issue we should ponder'upon ond consider its notionallstic con-

notation,'ond originol ity.

Our Court owoits your onswer to this query. This guestion wos posed to the
6rond Royol Motron of the 6rond Court of the Philippines, Order of the Amo-
ronth on Actober ?4, 1998 in Sontiogo City District Convention. We understond
the Supreme Council, Order of the Amoranth will give its decision. Why shouldn't
we Filipinos decide on oun own version of thePledge of Allegiance to our f lo9?

Respectfully yours,

(Sgd) H.L. Vicento D. Hombrebueno
Royol Motron i998

Cabletow - 7



37'h Masonic Installation Rites

of Dipolog Lodge No. 162
ast January 16, 1999, WB lefferson P. Young was raised as the 37th Master

of Dipolog Lodge No, 152. Among the Dignitaries who graced the event

were MW Jose Percival L. Adiong, PGM, as Guest Speaker; VW Pablo S.

Chu, Grand Standard Bearerl VtlY ChristopherChr.la Tek-An, Regional Deputy Grand

Master for Western Mindanao. The event was held in Sylvia's Best, Sta. felomina,

Dipolog City.

WB lefferson P. Young reiterated in his creasingnemberchipandbetterunderstand-

inaugural address the shared vision and as- ing of the workings of our ancient and hon-

pirations, the same dream, of the brethren orable fraterniff."

and the sisters - " Ih e achievement of unity WB Young continued on presenting his

among brethren) the desire to renew and planned programs during his term. He fur-

activate their interest in our fraternity, and ther pushed for our "Basic Masonic Prin'

to spread the sunshine of Masonry by in- ciples."

Inaugural address of WB

Jefferson P Young during his
installation

MW Jose Percival L. Adiong,

PGM, delivers hb keynote address

as Guest Speaker ofthe 37th In'
stallation

Cabletow - I



Reception of the GuestSpeake4 MWJose
Percy L. Adiong, PGM during the installation
rites. Bro. Virgilio T Ranes, Marshal; Bro.

Oscar D. Totnarong, Senior Deacon and Bro.

Pablito S. Paluca, )unlor Deacon.

Receptlon of VW Christo-
pher Chua Tek-An, RDGM for
Western Mindanao as invited
guest during the installation.

' Reception,of VW Pablo S.

Chu, Grand Standard Eearer of
the MW GL of the Phils. as ln-
vited as guest escorted by the
Marshat Bro. Rafies, Bro.
Tomarong, St Deacon and Bro.

Paluca, Jr Deacon

Cabletow - 9



I{arra tr odge #171 hosts

Fublic Installation of Officers

ast January 30, 1999 marked th€ day for the Public installation of officers

for the Masonic Year 1999. The event was held in Narra Lodge #17!.

Teillple, Encarnacion Subdivision, San Jose City with VW Medardo Ben-

iamin Apacible, PJGL, Police Senior Superintenden$ DSC, Chief Regional Direc-

torial Staff as Guest Speaker, VW Restituto Domingo was the instatling officer.

VWAnsblmo E. Munsayac, PDGI served

as emcee. After the installation of officers,

fellowship immediately followed at K of C

Clubhouse in Malasin, Sart Jose City,

The guest speaker, VW Apacible, chal-

lenged all of the brethren to keep the flam-

ing desire about the fraternity. \AAl Apacible

was pertaining to those who do not heed

the summons of a lodge of MaSer Masons

and those who do not attend the stated and

special meetings. He also called for every

broth.€rto participate in an information drive.

This information drive is to disprove and to

Justiff all of the misinformation regarding our

Fraternity that the public bears in mind. This

information drive will also bring the breth-

ren into action not only in the four walls of

the lodge but outside as well. The last point

of his speech informed the rest of the breth-

ren that the newly organized PNP Square

and Compass Club Camp Olivas Chapter is

not exclusively for PNP Masons but to all

Masons of Region 3. VW Apacible ended his

speech by once again calling to all brethren

to turn the Fraternity into action, not only

for ourselves but for others as well.

'Above all the other great teachers of morality and virtue, it
reverses the character of the Great klaster Whq submissive to the

will of His and our Fathe7 died upon the Cross. All must admit,

that if the world were filled with beings like llim, the great ills of
society would be at once relieved. fur allcoercion, injury selfish-
ness, and revenge/ and all the wrongs and the greatest sufferings

of life, would disappear at once, These human yearc would be

happy; and the eternalages would rollon in brightness and beauty;

and the still, sad music of Humanity thatsounds through the worl{
now in the accents of grbf, dnd now in pensive melancholll would

change to anthems, sounding to the March of V7me, and bursting

out form the heart of the world." (Morals and Dogma, pp, 718-
779)

Cabletow - 1A



Mabini Kalaw lodge No. 195
Instaltration of Officers

he installation of officers for Masonic Year 1999 of Mabini Kalaw #19S,

Masonic District No. 10, Lipa City, Batangas, was held last February 6,

1999 in their ternple.

For the first time, the lodge installation

was graced by luminaries suc as Mayor Vilma

Santos-Recto, and Vice-Mayor Fernando

"8oy" Manguera.

VW Celso Sarmiento,
Master of Ceremonies; VW

Mar Remoquillo, PDGI In-
stalling Officer; Bro. Hilario

T Audes, MNSA - retires af-
ter the installation of officer
of the Mabini Kalaw Lodge

#195

It was one of the most memorable, and

most attended installation the Lodge had

ever had.

Together wtth Hon. Mayor
Vilma - (L-R) Sis. Liling
Tatlonghari, Sis. Anding
Ambrida - Batangas Oty Lodge

#35; Sis. Neneng Fortuna,
OES Lipa Chapter Mabini Kataw
#195.
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Hon. Vilma Santos-Recto , GueSt of Honor, WB Antonio Fortuna, Wor-

shipful Master tooking on are: VW lreneo P. Goce, PDGL; Sis. Corazon

Creencia, Worthy Matron.

Bro./Engr Eenjie Parumog, Marshal, escorted Hon. Mayor Vilma

Santos-Recto, guest of honor to her seat in the East while VW Goce WB

Del Castitlo, JW'Paduganan and guest admkingly looks on.

Cabletow - :t 2



Congratulations To The Newly Weds
o' u'" 

;!i,13, il:[H'l];' 
t''

or the first time in history, Bulusan Lodge #38 and Mabuti Lodge t!D spon-
sored and witnessed the wedding ceremony of 78 years old vw Azarias

Jayco (His Second) and 45 years old Sister Agrifina Dina (Her First), on
December 19, 1999 at 4:00 p.rn-, inside the'Bulusan Lodge, Almendras st.,
Sorsogon, Sorsogon.

Our tlrree Judges WB Irene Escandoq WB Josue Ernacio ind WB Max Ables were present

during the c.crettrorties. Juctge WB Max Ables officiated whiie assisted by a DDGM of Distr-icl

#'t4, V\{l Ted Rey representing the religious si,Je, Bulusan Lodge #38 Worshipful Master Ted

Hatol, Jr:, st,lod as a male sponsor together with Bros. Eddie Chua, Eduardo Ty and Wilbert

._ I ee. Fentale sponsols were Sis. Pure Ables, Sis. Betby Ernacio, Sis. Maming Doloiras and

Auditor lrlora Lope;.

Reception v.ias at Bulusan Lodge Social Hall and then at Acacia Grill, Restaurant, in

Sorsogon, Sorsogorr.

Honeynroon? VW Azarias Jayco said it's basically academic and ahead of time!

LVB Judge trlax Ables

offrciating the ceremany

al'VLU Azarlas ld]/co at
Bulusan Lodge

The bride & the
groom infrontof DDGM

Ted Rey, Jt;, who as-

sisted by WB Judge

Max Ables who offici-

ated in the wedding

ceremony.
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CABANATI,TAN !"GDGW, #53 E
BEYOND THE $TORM

by Bro. Carlos R, Manabat

fF conquer without risk is to triumph without glory. An adage espoused by

I bold and daring men of history. It guarantees nothing bui danger, hang-

I ing like the sword of Damocles, clinging only to that flickering beacon in

the seemingly dark and endless horizon. But these rnen know their battle and

aware of the only alternative - victory or death, They have a common cause and

life's worthiness shares a common grave with it.

Cabanatuan Lodge #53 is not without

such episode in its conservative but colorful

history. Indeed, it helped reinforce the tra-

dition cementing the firrn resolve of the ma-

jority of its members to uphold the cause of

its pioneers. But was it really necessary to

divide, tho&gh casual, before achieving har-

mony? Can we altogether avoid such pre-

dicament from happening?

All men see the same objects, but all

men do not equally understand them. The

gift of free will and rationality will guarantee

our individual idiocrasy invariably sowing dis-

cord, albeit slowly, among the members of

the Craft, We all harbor good intentions but

we think differently on the means, the man.

ner and the end. Being Masons, we initially

yield to the tenets and viftues taught to us

in a constant struggle to contain our desires

and keep our passions within due bounds

towards all mankind but especially to a

brother Master Mason.

But even in the cosmic realm, a satura-

tion point must be reached and necessary

correction would take place to achieve a new

eguilibrium. Personal differences among

members, culminating over time, would test

the boundaries of harmonious relationship.

Soon enough, the inevitable would happen

and re-alignment would take place to elevate

the threshold of tolerance and accommodate

a new order to preserye the Craft's integrity.

A{l mernbers, viftually playing each signifi-

cant role in the process, will be affected by

the tide. At the same time, the Craft does

not condernn nor condone but tries to re-

mind us and reinforce the Masonic symbol-

ism and allegories, which are central to a

harlnonious co-existence among craftsmen

around the globe.

Our Lodge will be best rneasured not by

our ability to aveft the inevitable but on how

we cope and handle such eventuality. On a

higher perspective, it should reflect our mem-

bers'individual sacrifice high above their self-

interest.

Beyond the storm, there maybe re-

newed vigor and confldence... or probably

grief and bitterness. This may not be the

last. For those with a good sense of history

may always find themselves above the crest

of tide. A vantage point with a wider hori-

zon and free from the superfluities below.

But looking farther, peace and tranquility

await us to heal the wound that awakened

us from neglect and indifference. Ultimately,

the Craft would once again secure us all in

its hospitality and care.
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Baguio lodge No. 67 has

Four-lfr/orshipful Masters
and Two Junior lfrIardens

Iolasonic Year 1999
by Bro. Fernando M. Lacsamana

mpossible? Well, Baguio Lodge #67, indeed, has four (a) Worshipfu! Mas-

ters, but not what you were thinking, that they are al! governing one lodge,

but four Iodges.

The current Master of Baguio Lodge is Bro.

Antonio T. Tactay, 41, raised August 25, 1990,

an ofthopedic surgeon. Other members of

Baguio Lodge #67 who are currently hold-

ing the position of Worshipful Masters are

Bro. Joel C. Obar; 40, raised July 22,1989, a

Lawyer and a re-elected Master of Mt.

Kaladias Lodge #91in Dumaguete City; Bro.

Nicanor S. Salvador, 40, raised March 19,

1988, a Police Superintendent Master of

Jacques DeMolay Lodge #305 in Manila; and

Bro. Enrique Cuadra, 53, raised September

27, 1978 and a Police General, Master of

Angalo Lodge #63 in Vigan, Ilocos Sur. r

Bro. Fernando M, Lacsamana,49, raised

3une27,1987 a Development Consuftant is

the Junior Warden of Baguio Lodge #67; Bro.

Angelito B. Garcia,46, raised March 19, 1988,

a Businessman is the Junior Warden of

Alfonso Lee Sin Memorial Lodge #158 in

Dagupan City.

Incidentally Bro. Tactay, Chevaliers Bro.

Salvador, Chevalier and Bro. Lacsamana are

all active Senior DeMolays and members of

the Supreme Council of thebrder of DeMolay

of the Philippines.

This is probably the first of its kind in the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the Philip-

pines if not across the Masonic Worldl

HOURGLASS. A symbol of Time. In Freemasonry

as everywhere, if it is a symful at all, it is of human events;

of life. References to time in Frcema*nryarc many: "High

Twelvg" (noon);'bn hour past high twelve;' "Low Twelve"

(midnight), are familiar to all.

The Enterd Apprentice divides his time with the 24-

inch gauge; the EA and the ftllowcnft await a time with
patience.

The Hourglass is an instrument for the measure of
time and the bringing of human tife and ib time to a close.

AS in all lifq time in Freemasonry is important; whether

regarded as a symbol of l@ of immortality or the un-

solved puzzles of the univerce, is any brotherb choice.
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TTilE AGBANI"OG EROTFTERS

COME TE} TFIE RESCIIE
by VW Godofredo O. Peteza, Sr., pJGL

onne two years ago the eye of super typhoon Rosing focused for a mo-
ment in camarines lrlorte. with her torrentlal furry, she destroyed agri-
cultural crops and infrastructures to their bifter end. The Masonic centen

annex, which used to house the Blcol Bodies, A. & A.S.R. and the defunct Ama-

ranth, Dalisay Csurt !So. 16 as wel! as the perimeter fence were not spared.

Out of the meager funds of the Lodge,

WB Antonio T. Aberca, Jr., then Master of

Camarines Norte Lodge lll07 in 1996, could

only repair the frontage of the fence, which

was aboutto collapse. The fence atthe back

of the Masonic Center was repaired frorn the

funds of the Camarines Nofte Freemasons

Past Masters Club headed by President WB

Eduardo S. Freyra. The firewall of the Ma-

sonic Center annex, whieh cracked on both

ends and about to collapse, was left unat-

tended due to lack of funds.

At the last half of his term, WB

Godofredo E" Feteza, Jr" started sending so-

licitation letters to our affluent brethren,

among them were Bros. Samuel S. Agbanlog,

Abraharn S. Agbanlog and Antonio S.

Agbanlog,. Jr. of Daet Ladge #747 at their

residence in Valenzuela, Metro Manila for the

reconstructiorr cf the Masonic Center annex.

Aside from sending letters, he was also at-

tending to the instailation of the air condi-

tioning units and curtains at the Lodge Hall

including iron grills and barrel bolts to se-

cure the Lodge froi'n burglars:

Ouiing the stated meeting of Daet

Lodge #247 in December 1998. the three

brothers saw the danger the firewall posed

to passersby. Bro. Sarnmy, as his brethren

in the fraternity fondly call him, immediately

asked for the estirnated cost of reconstruc-

tion. Upon presentation of the cost esti-

mate of P20,000 prepared by Bro. Jose Ma.

E. Pete;a, a civil engineer by profession, Bro.

Sammy and Bro. Tony, Jr. forthwith issued a

check for P20,000 payable to the order of

Camarines Norte Lodge #107 through WB

Peteza, lr. who managed the reconstruction

work.

However, Bro. Sammy, upon seeing the

state of the ceiling at the Lodle Hall, said it

be given priority since it was fully air condi-

tioned, surrounded by beautifully tailored

cuftains. With that specific instruction from

our benefactors, WB Peteza, Jr. cannot help

but give priority to the renovation and re-

painting of the ceiling in the Lodge Hall,

While the reconstruction of the Masonic Cen-

ter Annex is just half-way finished consider-

ing the term of WB Godofredo E, Peteza, Jr.

as Worshipful Master of Camarines Nofte

Lodge #107 about to end.

Had it not been for the financial sup-

port of the Agbanlog Brothers which paved

the way for the reconstruction of the Ma-

sonic Center Annex damaged by super ty-

phoon Rosing, the danger it posed to people

living nearby would not have been solved.

Had not the Agbanlog Brothers come to the

rescue, the damaged Masonic Center An-

nex would have remained unattended to until

the end of the century and into the next

millenium.
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Doktor sa lbmplo ng Kutamg Bato

oktor sa Templo that providing free medical and dental extrac-
Itions to those'who have less in ife. This was conducted by the
Worshipful Master Pedro S. Ocampo, Jr,, Kutang Bato #tr 10, and

sponsored by the LU ENG YAT FOUNDATION, last March L4, L999, Cotabato
city

Sponsored by the LU ENG

YAT FOUNDANON a tOtalof
541 patients treated

PatienB in waiting for their
turn. A projectof providing free
medical and dental treatment to
the poor and needy
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Dental team from the
Armed Forces of the Phils. came

to the rescue

' Our patients includes
Muslims and Christians alike...

Brother Masons, Amaranth
Sisters, Doctors a nd, Nu rset dis-
pensing medicines
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