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Il' THE ()PINIOI; of tn.atry hlqsotts

,t.i F' reenusont'y's t'ittrrtls thtt can,s?lrpar,s.s

ltt tttrtt'r nteutr.itttttul il it',s stlmbolisttt.

The soletntttty, tlrc
irtgl rtf it's ntot'nl /r,s,sori,s

ltertrrttl.

Itt, iitt otltr:t' prtt'ts

heu rtf elt u ppeul trt tht'

All ol u.s shortld ltttorr thot rrltat u'e obtuitt .f t'ttm F reerna.sorL,ry de-

ltetrrls entirelll rrpott rrhnt tre pttt ittto it; ute sootL leurn tltat the more
tte ptft into the Frrtt.ernity thc rp't,utt,t' rc'ill be oun' rercartl, tlzut senti-
ntent sort s.f rlrorrs ttpolt. 1r*: es u'e 'pt'ogress tht'ough l:he clegree's.

Horrelter, the deepest itttpressiott that rcc recei',-e i.s rthett rlc 1)(rss

tltrottlllt tha .ftrst declrct atrtl it is di.fticult trt cotr<'e'ire ltott'utti1 totrt!i-
rlate cun t'eceit-,r,the .first degrec attcl then t'c'tit'e from tlte Iod11e rortn't

trtthotrt r'.t'ytet'iencitrq in his hecLrt an indiccttiotr thot lte hu,s beett ittiticttetl
in.to som,etltittg thtt cotrttit'rs irr it's sym.bolism ( tra1 of Lile that leucls

to lteauttl, htppiness, rtsefultless an.d gJoood citizen,sltilt.

ryhos:e o.f rrs trho urc olcl in the Fwtternity still retu,in in ou,t' nilrrcls

thcq 'rtot'y of our ol(n initiation althou.elh, in some instances, t,he beau.ty

o.t tti.i. (et'?rtotl!l rrus sli.11lttlt1 murre'd lty tlre rtnpt'eltctrecl sttta o.f otu'
nritrrls ltet'tust'of u .feu'sl1l remarks antl ltints from our frientls thctt tL t
rtttrlrl e.tltet't ttt t'ncrttnrter something in the mannet'of "schortl bo11 1tt'unlis"
lttrt, irt spitt,o.f this, tct trt"t'( t'eo.ll\ ustotlnded urtcl irtsl,it.ecl lttl t,.h,ut

rt'rtlly tttol; ttluce: it tr'qs somethiuq quite berlott.C ortt'rtbilitrl to tlescr'tbe
ttrcl it left u'itltin t(s e sense of beuutll an.d ftn ut'grt to leattr mrtre qbrntt

th.r,ittrtcr merLrring o.f th.e stlmbols und the better rt.urt of life thut they
strotr lrt tr,oth trs.

Th,tt't..fort', iuste.ad of beingy macl,e to "tide t.lte goo.t" rce d,iscouu'ecl

tlrtt rrt rrcrc beittyl mucle part of u beoutiful and solem,n ctrentoitll tliot
Itttrltd to shorL' rts u ltttttcr u'u!l of life, that tettqht rrs /torl to crtltbata u

t)t())'( steedfast feith in GOD, e ceremonu that pointecl rtut to us tltt, rtrttl
to dcr:clo1t 11ood citizenship, that touqht us the turi(tus sltit'ittttl , itot.ul ,

dttmestic urrtl t'it:it dtrties rce ou'ecl to GOD, otn'crtrnrtt'tt, (,ut'treiuhltors

u tttl to otn'selres.

Itr slutri, the cerentouy itt toltich u:( u'()Te rttts:r,d lo tulte tr put't
seenrerl trt sh,ott tr.s th.a tery f otttttlo.tioits rrltort trhit:lt rt'e rotrlcl ert tt tltc
ttrrrtthortrl of qoocl rtttd rrsefttl citizensh,ilt tttttl trhtrt rtrtttdct'lttl tht'ill tt'r,

r,.r'pt't'iettced i'n out'heetrts us th,e cleepet'nertnitrri of llusottt'11's rt,uy o.i

lif e ::tert?d slottllJ , stt't'clr11 , to penett'ate ittto thc inner rcc('ss(,s o.f orrt' nitttls.

Tht ltristr,tt'r1 torcl tttrtlt'r'sttrtt;littyl of tlrc ct't'e ntott11 tt.1' ,;ttittririotr is
srrpposerl lo reltraseii tltt, bit'th, qrotth urrd dt,'elopntcnt o.f the sottl, tlte
rlis:rot,t,t'!t of the p1.(,1'llos(, of life anrl the nutrtt'L'oi tlrc Iund'h rcltich
lhut life is 7q ltp livecl.
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the *hilyyine Qublic schooh 0n Ulte syot

Slitoaiah

LAST DECEMBER, the Golden Jubilee Week
commemorating the estabtrishme:it of the philippine
Educational system was celebrated in Manila. partici-
pants of the cetebratlon included " leaders of pubtic
and pdoate educatian in cotleges and. unioercities all
oL,er the Phitippines and. from mqnA f oreign countries,
cs uselt as top-ranh{ng leaders in school administra-
tion." President Quirino at, the tirne issued this mes-
sage :

" , Re.markable progrcss the philippines
has achietsed in the past fiftg Veats. That in a
targe meqsute is sttributabte to our educutional
sgstem. The adoqnce we hqoe mqde in ttarious
fields of human endeaoor, in science, in art, in
letters, as uell as in industrg, agricutture, und
gooernment, haoe been greatlq due to our p€o-

ple's literacg the hiqhest in this pa* of the uo.rld.
Our intense loue of freedom and democrocg has

bleen considerabtg inftuenced bg our ed,ucational
training."

One of the " present-dag pvoblems\ brought up
during the Educato,rs, Congress held in connection
with the celebration lvas that there was ,,no religious
itstruction in the pwbtic schaols" and to remedy this,
a recolnmendation rvas made to include ,' motal and
rcligious instruction in the school curriculum. In the
eoeftt this mag be deemed unconstitutianal, the Con-
stiution should be accordinglg amended..r, Many
opined that the recommendation if carfied out would
be a reversal of our established educational policy
and would lead to sharp division between, rathetr
than closer harmony among, the youth and ultimately
the people in general; in fact,, tlte rnove - which did
not prosper - was tantamoun,t to compulsion which
run counter to the theme of the Educators' Congress
itself, namely : " Education for .Frcedom.r'

In February, this year, another gathering * the
Fourth National Catholic Educational Convention --.
was likewise held in Manila. The keynote"address was
delivered by Msgr. Egidio Yagnozzi, apost'olic nuncio
to the Philippines attacking the- Godlessness and grow
ing commercialism in education in ouir country. Thls

same attack was echoed by ansther speaker in the same
convention, Rilv. Father Dr. pius J. Barth, O,F.M.,
Fuubright Adviser on Higher Education. In his
speech delivered on Febru ary lO, lg5l, Fath,err Barth__
brought into this country ro help thc philippine Gov-
e!:nment __ discussed no,thing new when he referred
to the teaching of religion in the public schools. In
factr' fourt'een years ago when the question attlracted
nation--wide attention, individuals and organizations
there wdre who expressed in no uncertain terms their
opposition to any move aimed at circurnventing the
constitution of the Phitippines with respect to reli-
gious instruction. Thus the Granrr Lodge of Free
anc Accepted Masons of the Philippine Islands adopt-
ed in 1938 a resolution in this wise:

M'' 

aa . We are t7o,t opposed to reliqious
teaching, but the pubtic schools, being shs corn-
inon heritage of all citizens of th'is counttg,
should not become instruments for the dissem-
ination of sectarian teachings for such would. be
iletrimental to the larger interests of the naiion.

"We beliette that therc alreadg exfsf numer-
ous denominational and sectarian schools in thir
countrg which can gioe retigious instruction to
chitdren shoutd the parcnts desire it.

'"We should not countenonce, therefore, anA
tax-supported institution, and much less our p'ub-
lic schools, to be made the center of propaganda
of ang sectadan doctrine ot teaching)'

We are afkaid history would repeat itself in case

the government place religious education in a position
where, judging from events in the smaller countries of
Europe and the Latin Arnericas, the " majot sects

{will) haue a riEht ta gooern the minor," or where,
in other words, the Church (Roman) "will enjog an

adt;antage in instruction in the schools because of a

preponderance of numbetsj'

Father Barth a,sserts that " No school will be sble
to giue complete. education, it it is to be seculaf'
and cites the following provisions which he avcrd
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" seek the full growth of the child" :

. Optional digious instruction shall

be maintained in the pubtic schools as noto au'

thorized bg law." (Constitu,tion of the Philip-
pines, Art. XIV, Sec. 5.)

"The gooetnment promotes the full gtou)th

of the faculties of eoerg chilil. Fot this pt rpo$e,

the gooernment will establish, ohenetser possible:

"(1) Echools in eoerg barcio, municipalitg
and citg wherc optional rcligious instruction
shall be taught as pott of the curticulum at the

option of the porcnt ot guardian." (Art. 359,

Sec' 1, Civil Code.)

Particular attention is called to the fact that the lat-
ter provision had been authoritatively intqrpreted to
mean that it means absolutely nothing beyond what
the Constitution and the background laws had in-

tendcd it to mean way back in l9)4. Indeed it was

only on November 2.9, 1950 when the Secretary of
Justice rendered an opinion that this particulai pro
vision l&rt.359 (1)J "aust be taken to be meretg a

reiteration of Sections 927 (Discussion of rcligious

docttines to be eschewed.) and 928 (Prot:isions for
religious instruction bg tocat priest or ministet ) of
the Reoised Administrutiue Code which still preoail

in their totalitv."

We should always bear in mind he,re the "safe-
guards" that the Constitution had provided to pro-
t6:t religious freedom in the Philippines, namely,
that what was optionsl would not assume the airs
and pretensions of rcquited. Another " saf egttatd"
-- to be consistent with the background laws - was

to p(otect the new freedom .from those who might
crea,tc a di.slike for, or sabotage the Philippine pub-

lic-school foundations.

Father Barth represents a group which holds that
" the idea thqt moralitg can be taught uithout di-
gion is unrealistic. Compulsorg secularism in ed.ucq-

tion is not in conformitg with the Constitution.t'
A respectable number of people has been conspicuous
in tinkering the Constitution anent the optional re-

ligious instruction provision.

the Filipino people of the dangers of ecclesiastical in-

terference in purely State matters? In a speech deli-

vered at Malacafian on September 4, 1936, honoring

the late Archbishop Michael J. OtDoherty on th€ pre-

late's anniversary consecration as Bishop, President

Quezon in his own inimitable way, emphaslzed:

" . . Nothing can stit up the passions and

preiudices of men more effectitselg than rcligious

intolersnce, bigotrg and narrou-mindedness,

His:totU is replete with tetling ertidences of this

faet, and we should not t'ightlg disregard, tts

Iessons.

"Upder the prcEent Constitution of the
Phitippine Cottnonu:ealth, just ss under the

Jones Act, and in fact eoer since the Ametican
flag was fitst hoisted ooet these Islands, the sep-

atation of the Church qnd the State, and the free-
dom of wot'ship are guaranteed. The State has

nothing to do tpith tbe Church, nor the Church
w'ith the Srare. I am a Catholic ss et)ergboilg

hnou)s, I, usho, for the time being, is at the head

of this Gooetnment. As an indioiduat, I tDot-

ship God in accordance uith tnA own teligious
belief . But qs the head of the {itate I can lruoe

no more to do with the Catholic lhan I can tpith
q Protestqnt denomination, the Aglipagan, the
Mohammedqn, or ang othr digious organiza-

tion ot sect in the Phitippines. And no author-
itg of ong chutch has ang right to intetfere with
the affabs of the Gooernment."

Was Senator and later President Osmefra guilty of
" ooetplagingt' the d'octrine of separation? Was the
Philippine judiciary guilty of "ooerplauing', the ba-

sic precept of church-state separation ? And may we

add, Was the Supreme Couxt of the United States

guilty of "ooerplaging" the "theorg"? Is there "c
wall of separation," or is there none ? Shall we now

heed the asseve,rations of those who insist that the
separation-doctrine is an " ooetplaged theorg't anil
cast aside the entire "histotical bachground helil in
sacreil esteem and guatdeil with intense iealousg" b,1

the Filipino people?

Further, Father Barth said that the theory of We agree however, with Fathgr Barth in sayiirg

"separation of chutch and stqtel has been an,'ooe* tltat "complete education" is not pdssible without

plaged" theory. It is a curious phenomenon that making provisions for religion' Presidcnt Quezon

practically everybody who had tried to .fr"-pi"" ,ii had pointed that out, and he in lat'e thirties, laid

clocttine of separation had been accused of being anti- the blame squarely on the religious bodies for reli-

religion." That accusation is not only unjustl it is lion not coming in when the public-school doors

not true' Otherwise, ate we to conclude that Pres- are ppen' President Quezon nevertheless' reminded

ident Quezon was guilty of ,,oterplauing', the doc- everybody of the well'qtudied constitutiona'l tsaf;'

trine ol separation when time 
^na 

,g i; he warngd guards which are etystal-clear. Yes, cornplete edu'



161

April, 1952

'k * * EDITORIALS

cation must have place for the teaching and revetence

of God, Supreme Being, Providence, the Deity, the

Father, Lord. In the curriculum of modern educa-

tion in the Philippines as w€ see it. there is a rich

body of maiterials on religion and God, but not the

God of one particular church necessarily for the ob-

vious reason that in any heterogeneous classroom of

public-school children, there may be some members

who prefer to worship God and learn about Him in

their own ptivate but satisfying way. Therefore'

sectarian teaching in the said public schooils can not

be anything but optional Therefore, Philippine

public education is " comptete" il this respect' A1'

beit, the Philippine public school system has always

had to contend wi'th friends and critics alike who

habitually accuse it of inadequacy in one wa'y or an-

other. Our observation is that while the Philip-

pine educational system has no desire to abdica'te its

role in the moral upbringing of youth, it also does

not d.iscourage the various churches within their res-

pective domains in trainini children for life specially

for the hereaften

Father Barth took occasion holding " secula?

isrn" in education to ridicule. He lambasted the edi-

tor of a leading metropolitan daily for upholding thc

tradition of the Philippine public-school system and

through dialectical smoothness almost succeeded in

saying that the friends of the public-school program

nrean by "secularism" "fteedom from patental influ-

ence" and "separation of home and school.t' For our

pafit we say: If "seculaTism" means hostility toward, or

denial of religion, we are against it. But if by " secular

ism" is meant opposition to poli,tico'religious control

or dominanc€, w€ are strong for it having known the

dangers of "ecclesiasticism" in public-school educa-

tion. The lessons taught by political revolutions

bitterly and costly fought are still fresh in the me-

mory of man.

Finalty, Father Barth in his analysis af " secula'

t'istic ptopcganda" raised the scare of Communism

if the ecclesio-centric religious education is not sup-

porteci. He said that there is a" oacuum" which the

Reds will rush in to fill. This argument is disproved

completely in those countries of Europe, such as Po-

land, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Roumania, Bulgaria,

Italy and even France where the ecclesiastical domi-

nation has been strong in politics and education. The

five first-named countries have already succumbed to

the Red banner,while Italy and France are trying to

leduce the area of Communistic influence within their

own borde,rs.

As we see it, the Republic of the Philippines' in

spite of gloomy predictions to the contrary, ivill re-

main free and democractic as long as the dignity and

-06atonic Zferoes @ny

BY ACTION of the Grand Lodge at its Thirty-
fifth Annual Communication (January 23-25, l95l),
i&.{:ay 7 has been set aside as Masonic Heroes Dgy. The
annual observance of the Day is a rcaff.irmation of
our faith in our Filipino Mason-pattiots who gave

their all for freedomts cause. May 7 indeed has a

Special significance to the Philippines for on this day,

ten years ago, Most Worship,ful Brother Jose Abad

Santds, P.G.M. was shot by the enemy; and he was

killed because he remained ever true to his conviction
and because he demons'trated an un$werving loyalty
to his country; be fearcd not death for through it he

found imrnortality. Like the brethren who preceded
'his demise, he not only remembercd but fulfilled to
the letter the charge given him even as an Entored
Apprentice -. that as a citizen he should be exemplary
in the discharge bf his civil duties, to be loyal to. and

obey the laws of his country.

The heroism of brethren in our Fraternity for
God, people, and count'ry has been consistent through-
out our history. We need but cite a few instances in
this regard; for laboring in the interesr of the people,

some were marked men; for espousing got'ernment
reforms at. a time when badly needed, othfs were con-
deruned as saboter{rs; for frankly calling the attention
of officials that they came here not solely for power

and profit but to.work for peace and progress, others
were exiled; for exposing the evils and scandals of a

govgrnment by royal decrees and punitive orders,

still others wore imprisoned, tortured, and executed.

The wounds inflicted on our people by their former

" masters" may have healed to a certain extent but
the hurniliation and anguish of grief so long expe-

rienced are not easily forgotten.

Masonic Heroes Day I What a hallowed memory

and a challenging message the occasion t{ring! The

shedding of tears, sweat, and blood by those who fell
in the night - for the freedom of our people and the

independence of our country, these are in themselves

precious legacies for us and our children, our poster-

ity. 'To 
congregate around the a'ltar of Brotherhood

is to recollect the patriotism and emulate the virtues

of our honored dead; to celebrate the Day with pro-

priety is to dedicate ourselves anew to the ideas and

ideals for which they valiantly died.

Mauro Baradi, D.G.M.

long as individual religious freedom is upheld not

only in theorY but in Practice.

-lulauto 
Barud| D'G'M.
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TO ALL IJ{SPECTORS, MASTERS,

WARDENS AND MEMBERS OF

SUBORDINATE LODGES 
\

Greeting:
This is to remind you that examina,tion on the

cathecism must be made on the whole to determine the
profieienby of any candidate who desires to be ad-

vaneed to ths next degree. It should never be done

partly oniy. Any candiciate who ctlnnot pas$ this

examination should not be allowed to advance.

Also, examination should not be suspended either

but should continue until the whole cathecism is fin-

ished.

Please be guided accordingly.

(Sgd.) SIDNEY M. AUSTIN
Grand Master

ATTEST:
(Sgd.) ANTONIO GONZALEZ, P.G.M.

Grand Secretary

**tt

M. W. BRO. GOLDENBERG TRAVELS ABROAD

M. W. BRO. MICHAEL GOLDENBERG, P.G.M.,

recently left for Japan and the United States. He was

accompanied by Mrs. Goldenberg. They will be away

for several months.

While in Japan, Bro. Goldenberg will visit sub-

ordinate lodges in representation of M. W. Bro. Sidney

M. Austin, Grand Miaster. Bro. Goldenberg will like-

wise visit subordinate lodges of other Grancl Jurisdic-
tions abroad.

Mdrch, 7952, at Manila tlre aff,iant exhibiting his Resitlence
Certificate I{o. 4-0934810" issued at Kolambrigan, Lanao on

January 18, 1958.

1.
,

Sent to paid subscribers .

Sint to oihers than paid subscribers

7,200
7,200

SIDNEY M. AUSTIN Doc. No. 96 
- 

Page 4

Year 1952 
- 

Book 19

ANTONIO GONZALES
Notary Public

(Sigrrature)

Editor

My commission expires Dec, 31, 1952.

(NOTE):-This for:n is exempt from tlrle payment of docum.

mentary stamp tax,.(Titlc of designa.tion)






























































